
 

Social Determinants of Health [SDOH] Screening 
 
Why is the SDOH Screen Important? 
Non-medical factors like income, education, employment, childhood development, food security, access to health 
services, housing, gender, race, and disability can significantly impact patient outcomes. Identifying patients who 
screened high-risk for SDOH may need additional resources and services that Children’s Health can provide.     
Below is an example of how the SDOH screen positively impacted a family from the Dallas Campus.  

o “An RN identified that her patient had no clothes for their baby, only a diaper. This likely would not have 
been caught until discharge, if at all. The RN felt she was able to “get ahead of the game” in a more 
proactive manner through the SDOH screening.”  

 
Screening Tips 
To be respectful to all families, it is important to explain the reasoning behind the SDOH screening.    
Below are some script examples for introducing the screening tool to families.  

o “Children’s Health screens all patients for varying factors that could impact the child’s care. The SDOH 
screening provides an opportunity for Children’s to provide needed resources to families in a variety of 
situations.” 

o “Upon admission, we like to screen all our patients and families for any additional resources they may need 
during or after hospitalization. The following questions help us determine which patients could benefit 
from Children’s services.” 

There are multiple ways the family can fill out the screening i.e., bedside tablet, printed handout, or with the admitting 
nurse. 
The admitting nurse should initiate the SDOH screening, but it is the primary nurse's responsibility to ensure that the 
screening is completed. Additionally, if the screening was unable to be completed on your shift (i.e., caregiver not at 
bedside), please pass along the responsibility to the oncoming nurse. 
 

How do I tell when SDOH is completed? 
There are multiple ways to ensure the screening has been completed in Epic.  

o Patient Lists 

 
o Storyboard 

    



 
 
How do I add the SDOH column to “Patient Lists”? 
 

Go to “Patient Lists” in Epic 

 
 

Select “Edit List” > “Properties.” 

 

 
 

Search for “SDOH Complete” and click “Add Column” then “Accept.” 

 
 

You have successfully added the SDOH Complete Column to your epic lists! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Social Determinants of Health [SDOH] Screening
	Screening Tips
	How do I add the SDOH column to “Patient Lists”?


