
22/03/2024

1

Participatory research projects 
with children : what is 

participation?

Catherine Vandemeulebroocke, RN, Ph.D. candidate, 
professor Department of nursing at Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières

Céline Perey, psychoeducation master student
at Université du Québec en Outaouais

Vicky Lafantaisie, Ph.D., professor, Department of psychoeducation and psychology, 
Université du Québec en Outaouais 

April 18th 2024

Notes on the handout
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This handout is not a replica of the powerpoint presentation. 

We selected some important elements that we will be presenting 
today.

The reference list will help you to dive deeper in the subject of 
epistemic injustice, participatory approach with children in research 
and in intervention. 

Introduction
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The 1989 United Nations Convention of the rights of the child has made the 
right of the child to actively participate more explicit. 

Vision of children has evolved from them being “future adults” to them being a 
“whole person” that can participate actively. 

Therefore, making them an active participant in research projects is a growing 
concern and this type of participation would give adults a better understanding 
of their needs, their realities, their solutions and so on (Beetham, Gabriel, & 
James, 2019). 
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https://www.unicef.org/media/60981/file/conventi
on-rights-child-text-child-friendly-version.pdf

Epistemic injustice
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As written by Cheney (2018):
“In keeping with other decolonization movements, including decolonial 
feminism, childhood studies could strive not only to decolonize the curriculum 
by diversifying its contents but also to actively question broader structures of 
research, policy, and practice to make space for epistemic diversity that will in 
turn help children’s knowledge to be seen as more legitimate in the eyes of 
researchers, policymakers, and development practitioners. »

Evolution of the conception of child
participation
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Throughout the years, different visions of child participation were proposed. 
Three of these models will be discussed. 

4

5

6



22/03/2024

3

Hart (1992)

(Ramey et al., 2017 ; Wong et al., 2010)
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Hart (1992): Ladder of
participation. 
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(Lundy, 2007)

Lundy (2007) propose a 
model to support more 
participative initiatives, 
whether it is in research or
intervention. 

This model states a few of
the articles of the
convention.

(Mayne et al., 2018)

Hierarchy of
research
participation by
Mayne & al., 
2018 
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Concluding statement

Do we need to have the children direct and/or participate actively in every

step of the research to make a project participatory? 

That puts a lot of pressure on researchers, children, families…

Participatory research can take many forms but implies:
• An openness;
• Adaptability;

• An awareness of power relations
• Time;

• A questioning about the result delivery.
(Santiago-Ortiz, A., 2022)
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